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SUBJECT: FRENCH POLICY CONCERNING CCD 
REF: PARIS 1902 

1 IN RECENT CONVERSATION WITH US, MISTRAL (QUAI OFFICE 
OF PACTS AND DISARMAMENT) DESCRIBED CURRENT STATUS OF 
FRENCH POLICY CONCERNING CCD. HE SAID THAT, AT THE 
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CCD. THE GOF HAS GENERAL FEELING THAT WORK OF THE CCD 
IS LARGELY IRRELEVANT TO THE REAL PROBLEM THAT REQUIRE 
"ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT" ATTENTION: NUCLEAR 
ARMAMENTS AMONG THE FIVE MAJOR NUCLEAR POWERS. MISTRAL 
THOUGHT THAT THE FOUR YEAR RECORD OF CCD INACTION ON THE 
SUBJECT OF CONTROLLING UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR TESTING WAS 
A GOOD MEASURE OF THE INABILITY OF THE CCD TO COME 
TO GRIPS WITH THE CENTRAL PROBLEM OF ARMS CONTROL AND 
DISARMAMENT. 

2. HE ADMITTED, HOWEVER, THAT SEVERALISSUES THAT 
POSED PROBLEMS TO FRENCH MEMBERSHIP IN THE CCD IN THE 
PAST HAVE BEEN SUBSTANTIALLY MODERATED. FOR EXAMPLE, 
FRANCE NEED NO LONGER FEAR THAT IT WOULD BE A TARGET FOR 
GENERAL CONDEMNATION BY CCD DELEGATES BECAUSE OF 
ATMOSPHERIC NUCLEAR TESTING, GIVEN ITS DECISION TO 
CONDUCT FUTURE TESTS UNDERGROUND. MOREOVER, HISTORIC 
FRENCH HANG-UP OVER US-SOVIET CO-CHAIRMEN - WHICH IN 
GAULLIST TERMS WAS EQUATED TO "CONDOMINIUM" - APPEARS 
TO HAVE EASED SUBSTANTIALLY WITH THE ARRIVAL OF GISCARD 
AND THE CONSEQUENT DOWN-PLAYING OF THE MORE STRIDENT 
ASPECTS OF GAULLIST RHETORIC AND SENSITIVITIES. 

3. COMMENT: BASED ON THIS AND OTHER REPORTS (E.G., 

REFTEL) IT SEEMS TO US THAT WHILE THE ROAD IS MORE OPEN 
THAN IN PAST YEARS FOR FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN CCD 
MATTERS, THERE IS NO HARD EVIDENCE TO CONCLUDE THAT THE 
FRENCH WILL OVERCOME THEIR CONVICTION THAT THE CCD IS 
MORE A MECHANISM TO AVOID NUCLEAR ARMS CONTROL AND 
DISARMAMENT RATHER THAN TO ACHIEVE IT. THEREFORE, THEY 
WILL KEEP THEIR DISTANCE FROM THE GENEVA TALKS. 
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